A case of acantholytic dermatosis of the vulva with features of pemphigus vegetans.
We report an unusual case of vulvar acantholytic dermatosis with features of pemphigus vegetans in a 22-year-old Indian girl who presented with a "warty" lesion in her left labium majus. Following excision of this lesion, she presented with 2 localized recurrent lesions on the left and right labia majora about 2 1/2 years later which were also excised. All 3 biopsies showed histological features typical of pemphigus which included extensive suprabasal acantholysis with bullae formation, prominent villus-like processes at the base of the bullae, focal hyperkeratosis and papillomatosis, and the occasional mixed neutrophil and eosinophilic intraepidermal abscess. IgG and C3 immunofluorescence was positive in the intercellular spaces of the epidermis. These lesions, which probably represent a form of pemphigus vegetans, have not been previously reported as a cause of localized vulvar acantholytic dermatosis.